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Smutty Nose mur

By Karen Lemke
Special to the NEWS

One of Maine's most bizarre murder cases took place
U15 years ago this month on Smutty Nose Island, one of
the Isles of Shoals Jocated off Portsmouth, N.H. and
within the limits of the State of Maine. The outcome
would fuel the long simmering controversy over the
death penalty, ultimately killing Maine's 1837 capital
punishment law.

Smutty Nose was home to 3 Norwegian fisherman
named John Hontvet, his wife Maren, her sister Karen,
their brother Ivan Christenson and his wife, Anethe.

When John and Ivan Jeft Smutty Nose on the morning
of March 5 to row to Portsmouth for bait, little did they
know they would return-to the scene of one of Maine's
worst crimes of the century. -

As-John and Ivan came ashore for bait, they were met
by Louis Wagner, a Prussian fisherman who was previ-
“ously in Hontvet's employ. In fact, Wagner had lived for
seven months in the Hontvet household. When the ex-
pected bait did not arrive on the train, Hontvet remarked
that be and his brother-in-law would not be able to return_
home that night. The Norwegian also made the mistake
of mentioning how much he had just cleared in his fish-
ing business. The two remarks were a green light to
Wagner. On the moonlit March night and with a favor-
able tide, the 29-year old Wagner set out for Smutty Nose
around 8 p.m. in a stolen dory.

About midnight a figure slipped into the island’s lone
cottage and fastened the door of the bedroom oecupied
by Maren and Anethe. The midnight marauder ran-
sacked the house for his expected bounty — some $600,
according to John Hontvet. He was surprised to find
Karen asleep on a lounge in the kitchen, instead of the
upstairs room she usually occupied. Her mistake was
waking up. The intruder seized a chair and struch her
repeatedly until she fell against the Hontvet bedroom
door. One of the blows knocked the clock from the man-
tel, freezing 1 a.m. as the hour of the murders.

Karen's fall against the door unfastened the latch and
Varen threw the door open to find the murderer posed
vitha chair in the air. Frantically pulling Karen inside,
laren Hontvet barracaded the door, directing Anethe to
ump out the window and scream in the hope of alerting
some neighboring. islanders.

Anethe never made it. The intruder intercepted her as
she cried out *‘Louis, Louis.” Maren Hontvet then ran
{romy the house in her nightdress, hiding for the rest of
the night in a rocky cave near the shore, In the morning
she crept back to the coltage, where she found the bodies
of her sister and sister-in-law. The little dwelling had
been rummaged, but the killer failed to find Hontvet's
curréney hidden insde a trunk. His paltry bounty consist-
ed of three $5 bills, some silver change and a few cop-
pers; mostly hearing a Norwegian stamp.

Alter finding this money Louis Wagner snacked in the
. Houtvet kitchen and then rowed back to Portsmouth. He

explained his absence at his boarding house by saying he
" had drunk two glasses of ale early that evening, had
become drowsy and slept off his stupor outdoors. Later
in the day, Wagner took a train to Boston to stay with
friends.

Wagner left for Boston about the same time John
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Hontvet and his brother-in-law, Ivan Christensen re-
turned to Smutty Nose and made their chilling discov-
ery. By the end of the day police had located Wagner and
placed him under arrest. He was returned to Ports-
mouth, where a huge mob surrounded him and threat-
ened to Iynch him. Wagner was sheparded to the York
County jail in Alfred, where he awaited trial for murder.
Convicted of murder on June 18, 1873, Wagner returned
to the'Alfred jail, where he staged a sensational escape,
finally being captured in New Hampshire.

In September of that year Wagner was sentenced to be
hanged after one vear's confinement in the Maine State
Prison. This sentencing was consistent with Maine's 1837
capital punishment law which stated that a sentence
could not be executed until the convicted had, been con--
fined to the state prison for one year and one day. Wag-
ner wouid be one of the last to benefit from this law.

The 1837 law also had another stipulation: The sen-
tence eould not be completed until the governor issued a
warrant ordering the execution. No time limit was pre-
scribed as to when the governor should issue his war-
rant. This clause. coupled with the strong sentiment in

Maine against capital punishment, meant that no mur- )

derer had been executed in Maine for 30 years.

(n 1867, this bloodless record prompted Gov. Joshua
Chamberlain to recommend to the Legislature that ei-
ther the penalty be abolished or the law require the

governar to issue his warrant in a fixed time. No action -

was taken upon this recommendation.
in 1869. the Maine State Legislature went one step
further in doing away with capital punishment. It enacl-

ders helped ki

\

Gov, Joseph R, Boduwel| ..

ed a law requiring the governor and council to review the
court’s finding in cases of conviction and death sentence.
Upon review, the governor was empowered to commute,
pardon, or issue a warrant for a prisoner's execytion
within a given length of iime. .

The next two governors were oot at all ha ppy with this
piece of legislation that made them. for all intents and
purposes, the hangmen. In 1870 and 1874, Maine's gover-
norsentered a protest against this law otithe ground that
it imposed judicial funtions upon the Executive branch.

The Legislature reponded in 1875 by amending the law
to require the governor to issue a warrant for execution

within 15 months after sentencing. It was this amend-

ment that was ultimately responsible for slipping the
noose around Wagner’s neck. ’

Governor Nelson Dingley, Jr. had the unpleasant task

" of carrying out the law. Gav. -Dingley signed Wagner's

warrant and then granted a reprieve; pending the oul-

come of another murder case. Like Louis Wagner, John

ﬂammoqnczrmncmmanoainsaa msmmmacamrmcz_
-men were to be reprieved until June 25, 1875. whereupon
warrants for their execution were to be issed. This time
the signatures were final, and the two men were hanged
that summer day in the Maine State Prison yard.

The story might have ended there except for the fact
that a horrifying incident took place gt the execution, a
Situation which accelerated the move to abolish capital
punishment in Maine.

The ms,namzﬁ The state hanged a dying man. On June
24,the night before the execution was to take place, John
True-Gordon attempted suicide. He nearly succeeded.
Found dying the next morning in his cell. the question

Bangor Om:.v\ News, z_omam.f March 21, 1968 19

deaih penalty

arose as to whether be should be hanged. The state.
determined that the wheels of justice must keep turning;.
and the dying man was dragged to the gallows. ~
Wagner was 3 stronger specimen. But just before the
trap was sprung, Wagner surprised his executioners
with his deelaration of innocence. Wagner would be one’
of the last men to die at the hands of the state® The
following year, 1876, the death penalty was abolished,
only to be reestablished in.1883. -
In February of 1878, John W. Barron, a Dexter bank
cashier, was found in a vault of his bank bound and-
apparently suffocated. Some detectives called into, the
case were not totally convinced that Barron had been ,
murdered. In fact, they evolved a credible thedry of
suicide, sustained by the fact that Barron was in fipan:"
cial trouble.
The unsolved case was all but forgotten for the next 10
years. If loose fips could sink ships, they could alsosiok,
lives. Early.in 1888, Charles Stain of Massachusetts ton-
fessed that the Barron murder had been committed by.
his father, David Stain, and an accom plice named Oliver
Cromwell. Lo
The younger Stain toid his story in greal detail, %hich
was supported circumstantiaily. Stain and Cromwell
were tried in February of 1888 and found guilty. The two,
men made a motion for a new trial, and that requesfiwas
overruled. Stain and Cromwell were sentenced to-life’
imprisonment in Thomaston, spared the death penalty
by a matter. of months. . SO
Their savior was state Rep. William Engel of Banigor,_
who introduced a bill for the repeal of the death penaity.
one year earlier. The bill was supported by such notables,
as Hannibal Hamilin and the Rev. C.W. Goodarg of
Augusta. L
Speaking before the Maine House on March 16.1887,
Engel challenged the members to "'Repeal the obnoxious
law, and rise one step in civilization.” . o
In a final note of irony, the younger Stain admitfed to
lying and reversed his confession implicating his father,
and Cromwell in the Dexter banker's death. The case'fell
through and the two men were released. Had capital’
punishment been in effect in Maine at the time, Stainand

" Cromwell might have been wrongfully hanged. |~

T

But the story still does not end there. ]
Contrary to popular belief, Louis Wagner's execution
had no direct influence upon the state’s abolition of e,
death penalty. John True Gordon's death had relatively-
more effect. Nor was Wagner, as has been common]y.
recalled, the last man Lo be hanged for murder in M3ine."
The last person to pay the hangman’s salary was Dan-
iel Wilkenson of Bath who was hanged at the Maine Staté
Prison in 1885 for lhe murder of a Bath policepian.-
Officer William Lawrence caught Wiikénson robbing a
store on the Bath waterfront. When he closed in, Wilken-
son fired and killed the officer. oo
The case was speedily wrapped up and Wilkenson. as
arrested: tried, convicted, and duly executed. There was
no mystery. no intrique about the crime. Neither-wdsg
there any effort to save Wilkenson from the gallows. The
times themselves brought about the repeal of the death
penalty, prompted largely by religious and activist
groups throughout the state, -

Karen. Lemke is a freclance writer why lives in

Westhrook. e

T



Infamous
murder cas
revisited
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UM students to present
findings at Hawaii forum
AUG 11999
By Gordon Bonin
- Of the NEWS Staff
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In the eielrl}} h:)/ur's"'of ‘March 6,
1873, Norwegian immigrants
Anethe Christensen and Karen
Christensen, ‘sisters-in-law, were
hacked to death with an ax in
their home on Smuttynose Island
' in the Isles of
Shoals off the
Maine-New
Hampshire bor-
der. Only
Karen's sister,
Maren Hontvet,
survived the
attack,
occurred "while
" the island’s

Wagner

three menfolk were on the main- .

land.
* Prussian immigrant Louis Wag-
" ner, a fisherman who had lived on
the island for nine months in the
year prior to the murders, was
convicted of the killings. At the
‘time, he was living on the main-
land in Portsmouth, N.H., and
was thought to have rowed a dory
to the island and back during the
night to commit the crime. He
was hanged on June 25, 1875, at
the state prison in Thomaston, one
of the last men to be executed in
Maine.

Now a group of graduate history
students at the University of Maine
has analyzed what is one of

Maine’s _most-.infamous_murders
@e Mirder Case, AUISW

which

students revisit /

1873 murder case

Findings to be presented Aug. 6 in Hawaii

Murder Case, from Al

from a variety of angles. Their
analyses bolster the persistent sen-
timent since the time of Wagner’s
trial that the wrong person may
have been convicted. According to
the students, enough reasonable
doubt existed to acquit Wagner.

They raise the possibility that

forensic evi-
dence, They also
assert that the
most likely killer
was discounted
due to the era’s
cultural biases,
because she was
a married woman who was the sis-
ter of one of the murder victims.

The six students are to present
their findings at the prestigious
annual convention of the Pacific
Coast Branch of the American His-
torical Association on Aug. 6 in
Maui, Hawaii: They hope to com-
pile their essays into a book; some
publishers have already shown
interest.

Each of the six took a different
angle of the case. Sherry Abbott
studied the trial transcript; Anu
Bradley looked at the forensic evi-
dence; Lynne Manion delved into
the way the case has been por-
trayed in popular culture.

Kevin Marsh studied Wagner’s
execution in the context of Maine’s

subsequent abolition of the death -

penalty; Elisabeth Hill studied the
immigrant element; and Cynthia
Richardson analyzed contempo-
rary author and Isles of Shoals res-
ident Celia Thaxter's writings on
the matter, A seventh student in
the class, Mark Herbest, compiled
a photo essay that will be used in
the book.

“This case lends itself to a num-
ber of different analyses,” said
Paula Petrik, the history professor
in whose graduate seminar, Social
and Intellectual History, the stu-
dents latched on to the case. “The
least interesting question for a his-
torian is ‘Whodunit?’ because we
can never know,”

“We were trying to go beyond
the gruesome event and to go into
the legal, medical, social, political
and cultural aspects,” said
Bradley.

Manion added, ‘“There hasn’t

Wagner’s con-
viction was
based on faulty
analysis of

MAINE
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been a good historical treatment
[of the case] before.”

The case had one small parallel
with the 0.J. Simpson case. At one
point Simpson tried on a pair of
bloody gloves. One minor piece of
evidence in the Smuttynose case
was a shirt with a bloodstain on
the tail.

“There’s a scene in the trial
where Wagner tries on the shirt
and the cuffs are too tight. They
didn’t close up,”” Abbott said.

She also found that Maren
Hontvet, a housewife, was sub-
jected to very easy questioning
during the trial. The easy interro-
gation was due in part to the fact
she was Norwegian, Bradley said.
“Norwegians were considered
highly desirable immigrants.”

Bradley studied what she calls
“the grisliest part” of the case:
the forensic evidence.

Crucial articles of bloodstained
clothes were both introduced into
as evidence in the trial and
excluded. Along with the shirt, a
pair of work overalls and a work
jacket belonging to Wagner were
admitted as evidence. Excluded
was Maren Hontvet’s blood soaked
nightgown, Bradley said.

In 1873, the only question that
could be answered concerning
bloodstains was whether the blood
came from a mammal or a non-
mammal, such as fish, Bradley
said.

Being a fisherman, Wagner's
work clothes were probably




1875 double hangitig stit +&d

death penalty debate

une 25, 1875, was a doubie-header day
'@ in the annals of capital punishment in
¥. Maine, for on that day, not only Louis
Wagner, the ghoulish ax murderer of
Smuttynose Island went to the gallows at

-the State Prison at Thomaston, At his side,

- they hanged John True Gordon, an unpleas-
ant fellow who had recently hacked to death
his brother, his sister-in-law, and one of
their small children.

Despite the doubtful prospect for rehabili-
tation in either of these notorious cases, the
double hanging was a bit much for even the
strongest of stomachs, and the long debate
over the death penalty in Maine, which had
raged for more than five decades, burst onto
the public stage once gain, o

The grisly spectacle had been witnessed
by thousands, and as expected, Maine’s
Quakers once again raised the cry for the
abolition of capital punishment, And they
were not alone. Of all Maine's churches,
only the Congregationalists and Baptists
continued to officially support the death
penalty in Maine, apparently being made of
sterner stuff, - '

The fact of the matter, however, was that
Maine had never been big on hanging peo-
ple. Its use of the death penalty, in an era

Yesterday
in Maine

Bill Williamson

when a good many crimes were punishable
by death worldwide was less common than’
elsewhere, and beginning in 1837, a con-
demned criminal had to be held in the state
prison for at least a year before execution
could be carried out, and even then, not ..
without a signed warrant by the governor.
The general repugnance was enhanced
by a famous case in 1834, when a man
named Joseph Sager was convicted of mur-
dering his wife and sentenced to hang. The
unfortunate wife had died suddenly under
suspicious circumstances, but more than a
.few had serious doubts about Sager’s guilt.
Nevertheless, he was put to death, stead-
fastly claiming his innocence to the very
end, . :
The bizarre events immediately following
his hanging further stirred the public mind.
For reasons never revealed to the public at
large, officials rushed Sager's still warm

body off to Hallowell, where attempts to
revive the poor fellow were attempted, uti-
lizing something called “galvanism” and
other fruitless experiments. Good grief!

After Sager’s execution, although you can
rest assured that there was no noticeable
decline in the murder rate in Maine, only
one other prisoner was actually hanged in
Maine before Wagner and Gordon met their
fate. Two additional murderers were con-
victed and sentenced to death in the 1840s,
but neither was actually executed. ’

As the public reaction to the double hang-
ing of 1875 grew, a bill was presented to the
Legislature to ban capital punishment in
Maine. And in 1876 it passed rather easily,
in both the House and the Senate.

The next seven years, during which
Maine had no death penalty, provided an )
interesting opportunity to evaluate capital ;
punishment as a deterrent to murder. In the
seven year period before the penalty was
abolished, there were 86 homicidesin
Maine. During the next seven years, with no
death penalty, there were only 42. It was'not

a comforting statistic to those who defengigd .

state executions, .
But it didn’t stop the warden of the state
prison in 1882 from complaining long and . *

loud that “the number of life sentences in
‘Maine are increasing yearly.” His words
were widely publicized in the press, which
had never been squeamish when it came to
advocating executions and covering them in.
gruesome detail.

And 50, in 1883, seven years after Maine
had voted to abolish it, the Legislature rein-
stated the death penalty, in-cases of “mur-
der with malice aforethought.” It was a
death penalty with increased safeguards for
the convicted, however. The waiting period
was extended to 15 months, and governors
were given the power to pardon convicted
killers or to commute their sentences to life
imprisonment, . ' : ,

Support for the death penalty, never what”
you copld cail overwhelming in Maine, was

" further undermined by jurists who claimed

that the presence of the death penalty actu- i
ally served to help some killers. In the seven
years without capital punishment, not one of
42 accused murderers had been acquitted,
while in the previous seven, with the penalty
in force, eight of the 86 accused were acquit-
ted. Were jurors less likely to convict when
their decision could mean the death of the
accused? - ’ e
But the final death knell for ¢apital pun-

ishment in Maine came after three men
were convicted of murder in 1884, The first,
Daniel Wilkinson, was convicted of killing a
police officer during a robbery in Bath, and
two Italian laborers were convicted of mur-
dering a third. After the obligatory waiting .
periods, all three were hanged in 1885
before standing-room-only crowds, and the
public revulsion echoed throughout the
state, ) . .
Mainé had had énough. In 1887 a renewed
effort to abolish capital punishment was
made in the Legislature, and passedby
wide margins in both the House and Senate!
Even when national support for the death
penalty began tp swell in the 1970s, and A
most states restored capital punishment to.

* their statutes, Maine resisted such pres-

sures and remains one of only a handful
without any capital crimes whatsoever.-

“Bill Williamson lives in Kennebunkport
and started his journalist career with the
Portland Evening Express in 1959. He has
.written his column for the past 10 vears.



Chessman Case Reca]ls

By WALDO E, PRAY
" Staft Re‘pmjter
. The furor in Californfa over
-the merits of the death penalty
for capital crimes once raged
with equal ferocify and bitterness

here in Maine,
- Maine, too, had its Caryl
Chessmans. Pezhaps they were

not as articulate as the cele-
bla.ted California kidnapper, but
many of them languished even
longer under the sentence of
death. Some finally paid the|
penalty, Others died of nabural
causes after spending decades

tence of death.

can'ymg out the sentences.
coupled with the repulsive spec-
tacles of actual executions, that
doomed qapital punishment in
‘Madine,

Offxcxally Maine shiunted Into
history its gallows and hang-
man‘s noose March 17, 1887,

Damel Wﬂkmson' a middle-
aged Englishman, had the dubi-
ous distinction of being the last
man to die on a Maine gallows,
The ‘trap was tripped on Wilkin-

died 15 minutes later.

He

in \the State Prison under sen—‘

In the end it'was this laxity mp|

oner;
, |mother, what. 'he. ate,{how b,

son at-11.59 a. m. Nov. 20, J’.g&a ;

©: iprisoner by the hiand, He a
" lored his stoyy with myriad de

It had zelstored. ca,plta.l punish-
ment-after abolishing it for sev-
en years; “1867-6%, . During - the
seven years mQhe)re wyez’q .only 24 .
gnux ders in g sta ,Thqge were
murders; th .
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ment
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He 'wrote a.boxt‘zt:thé" iy

|slept. ‘If the’ prisoner Was .
operative, the rérlorte; penIy
posterity the d'oom:
wretch’s last-dredms.. .

ON THE APPOINTED D
tie reporter practigally led.ti

tails, He 'put the sun in :its]
proper place in the sky. He ’colg
of - the pink clouds qverhead.’ It
the prisoner. snghed cried was
brave, cowed or hysterical, -it
was recorded for “the. papex 5

fimythe man’

readexs A

the steps to .the gallows.  He
Reard .every word of the chap-
*1‘ann s prayer. Ke saw fhe terror
eyés, the nervous

lgﬁ'hg,sia.s the blagk
wn ‘over h1s

of his
as pulled

e

cap

heay the sheriff’s last words“

y ars

"onck, andiing

. The reader hterally a,scended"

: | dragged

trip’ mechams

"By - the:, authmdty “ofu,. ‘the
power vested ,jn’ me 1 now.
“haxg you: by the ‘neck ‘until

; aée déad’ux d4 dead and

Sar ]

lieve«w’ﬁhat some, of‘ them
bunigted.
One of the last men t

anged in Ma.me was' J
a;z!._

G ordonzwho domzwho hid murds mjurder e%ﬁ}é}
prothier hnd s1ster-m-1aw
thely chlldh o
~ Fife. nighﬁ,before “'sc] d-
uléd Hanging Gordon . got Qld
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self;;&'i three he
morning dol
wgr‘l'd
,safd.- \Ge'l.do o .die
hangmg fand’ +offietalsit refused
H:o see tHe” sentéiffceméhea.ted
The badly bleeding man was
~across, " the ¥ prison
'cotutyaxd held” upright while

\g";

"ithe noose was put in place ‘and

lsent plummeting to, his "death.
‘The'. Hoose- vas immoperly ad-
justed and Gordon dled’ ﬁom

;| of
7| horror of the scene. Bub shat
ididn't stop them from recre-
ating the scene for the news-
Ipapers in all its govy details.

- public was so shocked oy
GW' stories of the death thai the

‘Legislature abolished the deach
25 penalty the very next vear

I8 1nad  memories,

with thie death penalty was restor ed !
seven years later.
I8 'other series of hangings. capped
& * by the Wilkinson affair helore
M. it was abolished permanentiy.

. {strangulation,

EVEN THE MOST hardened
reporters recoiled at ches

Gordon died in 1875 and d}x‘e
e

Time has a way of elaswr'
however, andl

It took an-

But capital punishment in
Maine refuses to be an oblig-

.ling corpse.

As recently as 1937, follow-
ing the notorious murder of Dr.
and Mrs, James G. thtlene‘d
a public outcry was vaised lory
‘the restoration of capital pun-|'
ishment, The Legislature re-|*
fused.




Last death-penalty hanging in Main

. By Ed Schriver
Special to the NEWS

Only four days after the capture of
_ Daniel Wilkinson. who murdered
Bath Police Officer William Law-
rence more than a century ago, an-
other crime took place in Brewer.
Two Italian laborers, Raffaele Ca-
pone and Carmen Santore, robbed
and killed a fellow worker, Paschual
Coscia. All three men had been em-
ployed by the Maine Central Rail-
road. Capone and Santore came to
trial in Bangor in February 1884.
At their trial, each man blamed
the other for the robbery and the
murder. The trial was slowed down a
bit because the words of the partici-
pants had to be translated either
from English into Italian or the re-

verse by Miss A. Bernadini of }

Bangor.

Once the jury had heard the evi-
dence, the verdict came swiftly —
guilty of murder in the first degree.
The two men were sent to Thomas-
ton to wait for their executions.

That day came in April 1885, San-
tore and Capone were readied for the
gallows. The scaffold had been
erected two days before the execu-
tions. One hundred fifty feet of ma-
nila hemp, one-half inch in diameter,
was prepared. The trap on the gal-
lows was 5 feet long and 4 feet wide.
Each man weighed about 150
pounds. When the trap opened, death
was. supposed to be instantaneous
from the trauma to the spinal cord.

This gallows was no stranger to
the state prison. It was the instru-
ment which had executed the muti-
neers Cox and Williams in 1858 in
Auburn, Spencer in 1864, Harris in
1869, Wagner and Gordon in 1875,
and now the two Italians.

The night before the fatal day, Ca-
pone slept little and was understand-
ably restless and nervous. Both men
smoked incessantly. Capone read
the Bible and consulted an Italian
dictionary. '

On April 17, 1885, they were led to
the gallows. The execution audience
was small. Twelve passes were is-
sued, and including the deputies,
physicians and prison officials, per-
haps 30 people were there. The re-
porter for The Republican Journal in
Belfast painted a word picture of the
scene:

It was a tryving vccasion for the
spectators. A bright sun shone down
upon the scene, the green grass was
shuwing itself. the birds outside the
prison  walls were chirping and
rverything spoke of life. ... It was a
~crne never to be forgotten. ... War-
den Bean with tearful eyes delivered

oA

Columns Con(ai'ncci No Sheeds Of Eviéléncc To Prov
O ‘Cc‘:__nvictcd As Killer Of Bath Policer
'Od}t:ﬂﬁﬂ Than A‘GQihy:i\/’Ian B

;Old Newspaper Accounts Of Last Hangine Ja
Maine Fail To Support Theory Of Innocence

o

A NEWSPAPER account explains the events in the late 1800s that

had to do with the convictions and deaths of these three men (from
feft) Carmine Santore, Raffaele Capone and Daniel Wilkinson.

the prisoners into the hands of Sher-
iff Irish. The Sheriff read the death
warrant, which was interpreted to
the prisoners by a man from
Camden.”

Before the noose was put around
his neck. Santore struck his breast
and cried out, “Me not afraid. { shall
triumph.” On hand were medical
doctors Hitchcock and Banks of
Rockland. Roethe of Boston, Gerrish
of Portland and Levensalor of
Thomaston.

The trap was sprung. After 2's
minutes. Santore's pulse was 60: af-
ter four minutes, 90, and after eight,
no pulse. Capone's was 84 after 2':
minutes, and still 62 after seven min-
utes. After the bodies had hanged for

25 minutes they were removed.

Maine was to hang only one more
person before the state Legislature
abolished the death penalty for a sec-
ond and probably last time in 1887,
The description of Daniel Wilkin-
son’s execution in November 1885
gives today’s readers some idea of
one major reason many legislators
voted the way they did two years
later. The observer for the Weekly
Kennebec Journal wrote:

“The object in black shot down
through the trap. and at just one-hall
minute before 12 o'clock Wm. Law-
rence’s murderer passed from life to
death, The hody did not whirl
around, as did the Italian’s. ... The
head fell to one side. The body

2 in 1885

swayved a little and for one minute,
convulsions were noticeahle, the
contraction of the legs moved the
rope, Fifteen minutes after the man
fell, no pulse could be felt, and three
minutes later he was placed in his
coffin.”

After executions began to be
moved from the public scene in the
1830s, Maine hanged seven men:

Francis Spencer in 1864, Clifton Har-
ris in 1869, Gordon and Wagner in
1875 and Capone, Santore and Wil-
kinson in 1885.

The years 1875 and 1885 were near
important dates in the history of
criminal law in the state. In 1376, the
death penalty was abolished for the
first time, and in 1887 it was ended
for good. The grisly circumstances
of the hanging of most of these mur-
derers must have made its imprint
on the humane feelings of Maine

people.

In the 20th century, several at-
tempts were made to restore the
death penalty. Bills in 1925 and 1937
went only as far as the legislative
Legal Affairs and Judiciary commit-
tees. In one instance, the recommen-
dation was *‘ought not to pass’”’ and
the other “have leave to withdraw.”

The next attempts took place in the
1970s, when many people feared for
their lives and were disgusted at the
poor performance of law enforce-
ment. The Miranda vs. Arizona deci-
sion of the Supreme Court in the
1960s which extended the protection
of a suspected felon’s rights and the
1972 decision in Furman vs. Georgia,
which ruled that the capital punish-
ment laws of some states constituted
“cruel and unusual punishment” as
stipulated by the Eighth Amend-

- ment to the Constitution made many

people angry.

In response to what were per-
ceived to be national and state con-
cerns, four bills to restore capital
punishment were introduced into the
Legislature. One was at the behest of
some Biddeford High School stu-
dents who had been studying the
death penalty. The other three were
introduced by Rep. Stanley E.
“Tuffy” Laffin of Westbrook. All
four failed to pass.

There was little support for the
Laffin bills. By 1979 when the last of
them was presented, it was clear
that Maine would stick to the deci-
sion made by the Legislature in 1887
— the death penalty would not return
to Maine.

kd Sehriver is an associate profes-
sor of history at the University of
Maine.



By Dick Dooley
- Twenty minutes after mid-
night on Monday, Sept. 3, 1883,
a pistol shot echoed through the
‘deserted business section of
‘Bath. A’ second shot following
‘immediately  startled many
“from their slumbers. :

It was learned later that the:

“flrst shot was fired by Pollce
Ofticer Kingsley, who had come

,upon - three burglars attempting =

to enter the D, C. Gould grocery
store on Commercial Street, As
the trio attempted to flee, Kings-
ley ordered them to. stop,- to
‘which one of the men replled,
“'Oh no, I guess not!"” Kingsley

then fired, but missed, as the -

man hastily departed. The
other two made for a “hiding--
place'’

Commercial Streets,

The third man, as later events
indicated, ran up Broad Street,
“with his ugly 32-calibre revolver
fully cocked in his hand for in-
stant and deadly use,”

In his pursuit of the burglars,
Kingsley had blown his whistle
to summeon assistance, with Of
ficer William Lawrence respond-
ing, Coming down Front Street,

ing burglar and ordered him to’
stop, The -officer placed ' both

hands on the man’s shoulders; ¢

" What ha.ve. you b?en_h‘-" and  Harriman, who had

and asked,
doing?” :
There was no response. The

subject raised his ready weapon™

and fired once. “The officer's
grasp of the murderer’s shoulders .

immediately relaxed, and with a"

groan he sank updn the frosty
road.” Officer Lawrence died
instantly from a massive head
wound, .

Investigators

bl
4»

that the escaped murderer was’

one Daniel Wilkinson, S

Danfel Wilkinson was to have
the dublous distinetion of bejngi
the last man executed in the-
State'of Malne. * T

behind Monroe's junk
store on the corner of Arch and’

Lawrence encountered the ﬂee-’f'

Y

would detérmlhé,i ‘

s

i

n‘-\'\j'
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DARK DEEDS AFQOT — In Bath the night of Sept, 3, 1883, when Police Officer William Law-

"* rence, (left), was shot-to death by Danlel Wilkinson, an English or Australian sailor. The crime
followed interruption of a burglary attempt. Following trial for the conviction of murder, Wilkin-
son was hanged at the State Prison in Thomaston on Nov. 20, 1885, the last person to be executed

in Maine. These illustrations, reproduced in The Courler-

first appeared in The Bath Times.

Intensive Bearch .

fouri It oh
y

boot tore by ‘Officers Tihbetts”
et ib een’;
eating, thelr lurich at the Bath
police station, and had ‘become:,
curlous about the. prplonged
absence of !'Unéle Billy,”: T
After the body was.examined
by Coroner Ballon, a search was
mounted by City Marshal Bailey
One " puspect was arrested in?
Brunawick, but released after
questioning,
sorts of rumors going around.”
Officers examined Gould's store,

- where the burglary had been at-

tempted. It was found that a

| immy had been used on the

{

front doors ‘so’‘that a “slight*
shove would have made access
ensy, (There was more than
$500 in the safe, but a strong
combination lock would have
made a break extremely dif-
ficult). )

There was little to be found

 Lawrance; was
e,
t

“There were all“

&

In the way of useful evidence,

In the morning,, a:relative of
Lawrence performed the melan-
“choly duty’ .of “informing the
slain officer’s wife. and 'daugh-
ters 'of what had happened.

Lawrence was retired. from the -~

sea, after many years of serv-
ing as first officer ‘with many
“well-known- Bath captains, He'
was .universally liked. and :re-
.ppected in the community. ..
. “ther much pulling and
hauling on;the part of tha au-
* thorities, and'running to and

"fro in vain hy the. police;” De.

‘tective. J..R. Wood of Boston
sarrived. - Information ' way re-
toelved that two suspicious perl

}f{'qﬁ@é- /had been boarding in a
- "Portland “cheap house,”; and

wereiaway on Sept, 3, thkg .{;im'e,'
@f the murder, Wood checked the:
i é’ﬁmmo@i@eﬁdﬁm@mﬁgj
THEE, FEGH Pagers therein, he
wlound the men’s names to be
« Daniel Wilkinson and ‘Thomas

Gazette at the time of the execution,

“Elliot, He learned further that
. Elliot had returned. to Portland
-the day after the murder, and

" sald that he and Wilkinson had

shipped at Bath on a vessel which
they would join in Boston, - -

“ Detective Wood alsodiscovered
that two years before, Wilkinson
had been tried and convicted
of robbing a store at Thwing’s
"Point In Brunswick,” but had
escaped from the Bath court-
house basement, The modus
operandi  corresponded with
"the attempt at- Gould’s stors in
Bath, . )

FECEE ] ‘
*" Other pleces of the puzzle be-
gan to fall together as Wood con-
tinued- to investigate; a flask
of powder found in the junk-
yard; a scrap of newspapey
with a significant date; a match
found on the premises of o
Brunswick drug store, the matgh
Jhaving an unusual hue of brlm-
stone; a chisel also uSed orthe
Gould store door; a letter'wnd
matches found in the seabag at!

» the Portland lodging house,
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, By Dick Dooley
Il — Who Wax Wilkinson? ~

Last week It was seen how In-
terruption of an attempted bur-
glary brought about the ghoot-
ing death of Bath Police Con:
stable Willlam Lawrence, 63, In
the early hours of Sept. 3, 1883,
Apprehended 12 days later at
Bangor, after diligent Investiga.
tien hy a Boston detective, was
one Danlel Wilkinson, who was.
returned to Bath to stand trial
for murder. Wilkindon talked
freely with kis captor on the
train ride {rom Bangor, and
related  how he had made his
escape from Bath — rowing
across the river, walking to a
Knox & Lincein Rallroad station,
and hoarding the first train te
Rockland, where he spent the
night.

Wilkinson’s sojourn in Rock-
land wags brief. After arrival at
the ‘original train depot, he evi-
dently spent the night near the
walerfront, before departing on
the first available Boston &
Bangor Line steamship for Ban-
gor, where he appears to have
had little difficulty finding em-
ployment on the Penobscot River.
for a logging firm. .

Detective J. R. Wood, jolned
by a Boston colleague, Detec-
tive Wiggin, had enlisted the
gervices of ‘Bangor City Mar-‘
shal Reed in effecting the fugi-
tive’s capture. He had been
traced through a letter to his
Portland “chenp house" land-»
{ord, S

It was ﬁrst thaught that there
were three men involved in the
attempted break at  the -Bath:
grocery store of D. C. Gowld,. It"
was later eatablished that’ there

were but two: Wilkingon,* who '
" down, and rollx in. his gait like
a sailor,” 1t ‘was believed that

was alleged to have fired’ the

revelver shot which kﬂled’ Con-

stable  Lawrence, a

golng by the name “of ﬁwhn or ‘!

Thomas Elliot, although this was

‘probably not hig true [dentity+ -
In fact, Elliot, or whoever hc"

‘really wag, disa peared,? hey,
e

to rejoin dur ehit pt clﬁird

*Thik, mam wad. ﬂlqhugbtd&wmvw‘)m iannp

LONG ARM OF THE LAW — Photographed in 1885, the men shown were typlcal enough of
police officials, and high-ranking administrators of penal institutions, It was a time when in--
vestigators Iike J. R. Wood, who “broke” the Wilkinson case, were attempting to employ a

_certaln amount of sclence and psychology in their pursuit of criminals, . SR

"
' :

‘gone to Boston or New York,
..where,

as a sailor, he would
have 'shipped upon some vessel
for a foreign country.,” The
fugitive was described as belng:
“22 years old, face’ covefod

C‘with quite a. growth, of fine

hair, -particularly his upper lip.
He probnhly hag’ never shaved;

light" complexiof, ' brown hnir.
blue or grey eyes; five feet five
* or 8iX Inches in’ height,

welghs
130 pounds; wnlks with his head

he and Wilkinson had met+in
Phﬁudelphia, and come to Pm't-
Tand by boat,” ’

b1 nothing else, a search for
Elliot did shceeed ‘4n Irt htens-)
T TG ébﬂ* Al ¥ uathﬂ
Tilts Fidgyta: allofsen.

v AFrightaned Bnilor SESRE

a vessel en route from Portland
to Bucksport, was arrested
during a stopover at Thomas-
ton. The Bath city marshal, ad-

.vised that two men had shipped
. on the schooner A. P, Emerson °

at Portland, promptly wired to
the vessel's captain at Thom-
aston and Bucksport, thus caus-
ing the arrest of Eldridge. That
hapless soul was carted off to
Bath, interrogated, and even-
tually released.
to he well pleased to get out of
the lockup; he sald this was the
first time he had ever béen ar-

rested, and hoped it would be~

the last.

Wilkinson
“He appeared,

he went to sea. His parent
he said, still reslded in Londo
where his father was.propriefc
of a small store. The prisone
had last heard from his parent
four years previously, The
knew nothing of his crime an
present predicament,
Lite Down Under

Although not a natxve Danie
appareatly  kner
Australla  well, undoubtedl
touching there more than onc
as a sailor. He stated ‘‘th:
at one time he was a busl
whacker in Australia, in whic
country he had a fortune in th
shape of buried treasure.”
.Wilkinson, added that ‘tt
country finally became too wari

‘for him, and he left in hast

leaving his ,tteagure" It ha

--been’ hls intention. to return |

time ''to his former haunts” ar

hard-!ivlr

" retrieve the gold.

Just what the

sailor meant by “bushwhacke:

tContinued on Page Eight R



By Dick Dooley

1L — Last Act and Curtaln

In two preceding chapters it
was ghown how Danlel Wilkin-
son came a long way from the
modest London home he left at .
age 14 (o go fo seca. Some 24
years later, he was In policé
custedy, charged with the muf
der of Bath Police Constable}.
Willlam Lawrence on Sept, '3,
1883, The powerful,
buflt %allor with the bristling
beard had been apprehiended at"
Bangor, 12 days after the slay-.

ing of the elderly palice officer, !;,
through diligent efforts of Bos.

ton delectives Wood and Wiggin,
called In to nassist Bath au.
thorities,
_Maine ranging from
and Brunswick to Bangor, where
a dragnet set up by City Marshal
Balley soon brought in Wilkhn-
son, His accomplice In a-bur-
glary attempt at Bath, a saflor
belinved to be one Elllot, was
never found. : . .
Wilkinson’s discussion of the
burglary atiempt at
store, and his shooting of Law-
rence, with Detective Wood wagy
regarded as a full confession, -

In fact, the prisoner at no time- -

denled having shot the constable.
Before Justice Tallman at a
praliminary hearing at Bath,
Danlel Wilkinson entered =&
plea of guilty to the indictment.
of murder in the first degree.
The man who claimed to have .
been a bushwhacker in Australia
was committed td the Augusta
jail to await trial during the
December (1883) term of court,
Extraordinary security mea-
sures were taken when it was
discovered the night of Nov, 18
that Wilkinson had attempted
to hreak jall."*He had a saw
and skelston keys, but suspicion .

arose and his cell was searched. |

He had tiled off one bolt, How
he got the' tocls' remalns a
mystery.” R !

Trial was brief, and concluded:
on Saturday, Jan. 5, 1884 — the
vordiet was guilty of miurder in
the first de‘grele‘.“ Ed ‘l‘,'&‘ e ‘:‘"':i'»"‘:'lf:\'

‘Attorney General Henry B.
Cleaves, in association with
Sagadahoc County Attorney
Frank J. Buker, presented the
State's case,. Wilkinson - was
represented by Hon. Herbert
M. Honth of Augusta, appointed
counsel by presiding Justice

" Artemas Libbey.

Heath attempted unsuccess-
fully to have the charge re-
duced to second degree murder,
His one hope for Wilkinson was
to present a case arguing self-
defense —- that the defcndant
suddenly came upon the . of
ficer, unaware that. the latter
was anywhere about, and found
himself seized by both shoulders
by a powerful man."” Wilkinson,
had drawn his revolver when,
first starting to run, and point-
ing it at the man in front of him,
pulled the trigger, e

and investigators in '
Portland ¢

Gould's -

X
.

stockily. .. 27

vy
‘.l

FROM THE ROCKLAND
Daniel Wilkinson appeared
Nov, 20, 1885, the day on which he was hanged at the Maine

State Prison in Thomaston. It

OPINION — This portrait of
in The Rockland Opinion for

was undoubtedly taken from a

photograph, since at this time prison officials had decided to
have what they termed the more ‘‘dangerous felons’” pose for

. Public Library:
Wilkinson was not called upon
to testify. In his behalf, it was
contended that there was no
testimony showing premedita-
tion. - ) =
In his insfructions to the jury,
Justice Libbey stated that if
they found that Wilkinson had
armed himself and went - 1o,
Gould's. store to break it open,
“with the intention of shooting
and killing any person who
should oppose him, they should
find murder in the first de-
gree, even If there was.no de-«
liberation at all at the time of
Milling,"
deliberations,
sustained,

the verdict was
The . prisoner - was
taken.to.Bath for. the next ses.-
slon. ofSagndahoc: County Siis-
preme Cottrt” (a8 It" wh then
called), and: on-Aug, 27, 1984
was, sentanced ‘to death by Jus-
tice Thomas Haskell,

At this time, 1. condemned

person was sentenced to a year
at hard lahor.in. prison before
going to the gallows. Somp felt,
perhaps cynically, that such a

the camera, Reproduced througp courtesy of the Rockiand.

period of time would give the
doomed person an opportunity
to reflect on his or her sins, More
realistic was the basis that fur-

- ther Investigation, if any, might

Indicate that the wrong person
had been convicted,

© “Yery Little Was Said”
. Daniel Wilkinson was {asued
the usual prison uniform —
black on one side'and brownish
red on the other — and given a
work assignment, just as In the
eage of any other Inmate. His
year of hard labot appears iin-
marked by any incident out of
the ordinary, The Rockland
Opinion noted of this period,
"Duying the time, very little was
said in the papers about his
case, and the public seems to
have taken little interest in it.”

Shortly before sentence was
to be carried out someone did
take interest in the case — Rev.
Yrederick Towers, an Episcopal
clergyman who had come to
know Wilkinson. Almost single-
handedly Rev. Towers sought

to obtain a commutation of sen-

tence. On Nov. 5, 1885, a hearing
was held before Gov. Frederick
Robie and the Executive Coun-
cil,  with Tower's sentiments

% upheld by Mr, Heath, who had

been Wilkinson's defense coun-
sel. The council voted to take
no actlon., Danfel Wilkinson
was to lhang at noon Friday,
Nov. 20, .

* He was placed in a solltary
cell, as was customary for
Jcondemned men. It was re-
ported that Knox County Sheriif
‘Wilder S. Irish of Rockland,
whose duty it.would be to pre-
‘side at the execution, was at the
})rison making arrangements
or erection of the gallows, which
were taken down and stored
after every hanging. These
were- erected at the eastern
end of the woed-working shop,
down in the old quarry, directly
beneath a platform connecting
the shop with another. The rope
was furnished by sailmaker
William Farrow of Rockland.

- Official witnesses were listed.
Physicians included F, E. Hitch-
cock, Rockland; O. W, Stone,
Camden; H. C. Levensaler,
Thomaston, the prison physi-
cian; F. A, Davis, Searsport.

Sheriff Chapman, Penobscot,
who served in the same Clvil
War Regiment with [Irish;
Sheriff Wadsworth, Waldo; Clty
Marshal French, Lewiston; Mr..
Patterson, jailor at Wiscasset;
Ira M., True, detective, and
city marshal of Hallowell; Mr,
Smith of Auburn, son of Sheriff
Smith, Androscoggin; officers
Kittredge and Tibbetts, and
Alderman Hayes of Bath;
Prison Inspector Bean of Wil-
ton. o

Press  representatives in-
- cluded: Messrs, Higgins, Port-
Iand Argus; Andrews, Lewiston
Journal; Thompson, Richmond
Bee; Herbert M. Lord, editor,
The Courier-Gazette; Levi
Robbins and Oliver Otis, pro-
‘prietors, The Rockiand Opinion;
Dr. Levensaler, who would fur-
nlsh an account to Associated
Press,

Also, Knox County Attorney
True P. Pierce, in his official
.capacity, and Deputy Sheriffs
Cyrus R. Morton, Union; Joseph

. Porter, Vinalhaven; D. H.
Mansfield, Hope;' Thomaston
Police Constable Jesse. W. Pea-
body.

Last Day T

Calm to the end, Wilkinson
gave an extraordinary inter-
view to reporters on Thursday
evening, He expressed littlo
bitterness, except for some as-
pects of the trial including

. testimony by prosecution wit-

nesses. He told more of his life,
(Continued on Page Nine B)
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Yesterday
in Maine
Bill Williamson

‘Executions
always rare
Maine events

0 its credit, many people ‘
: I believe, Maine was among the
) first of the American states to
abolish capital punishment, which
. was stricken from the statutes more
than a century ago, in 1887. The last
person to pay the ultimate penalty
here was convicted murderer James
Wilkinson, who was hanged at the
state prison in 1884,

-And even when capital punishment
was legal in Maine, it was used infre-
quently, and was usually employed -

~ only'when a killing had occurred.
~Thus, in the more than 250 years

- between 1633 and 1887, only four exe-
-cutions took place in Portland — and
-one of those, by a military firing

“squad, really took place at Fort Preble

-in South Portland.

. And we should remember that this
'was an era in which the death penalty
- -was common, In England, for exarm-

* ple, more than 200 offenses, mostly
crimes against property, were punish-
able by death. Hangings in England
were common, and a source of consid-

. erable public excitement and enter-
tainment. Executions were public in
Maine, too, which disgusted many,
and may well have helped speed their
abolishment,

It was during the Civil War that the

" aforementioned Fort Preble execy-
tion took place, and as it turned out, it
had all the elements of tragedy. The

- young soldier involved had been

.court-martialed for desertion, and
sentenced to death by firing squad.
Friends and family enteved last
minute appeals in Washington, and
the day before the execution, the
Army reversed the court martial and
comtuted the young soldier’s death
sentence.

Unfortunately for the young
Mainer, however, the decision came
at the exact time that violent draft
riots were turning New York City into
a madhouse of violence, fire and
destruction, and one casualty was the
telegraph connections between
Washington and Maine. By the time
service was restored, and the mes-

.+ sage that would have saved the sol-

“rdier’s life arrived at Fort Preble, it
was too late. The young man had died
just hours before.

Of the three civilian executions to
take place in Portland, two involved
seamen, always regarded as a rough
and unsavory lot, Both these

“scoundrels were convicted of doing

away with shipmates, one by stabbing
and another by tossing his victim over
the side.

" The latter, who was swnamed
Goodwin, was tried in a tavern, since
before the American Revolution there
was no eourthouse in Portland. It was
1772 at the time; and after being found -
guilty of murder hy drowning,
Goodwin was promptly hanged on
Bramhall Hill, at the present intersec-

tion of Bramhall and Congress

streets,

The other seagoing villain, one
Thomas Bird, received his trial in the
old First Parish Church, at Indian and
Middle streets, and like Goodwin, met
his maker atop Bramhall Hill.

"Portland’s most famous hanging,
however, took place in 1808, near the
Observatory on Munjoy Hill. The vice-
tim was a brawny blacksmith named
Daniel Drew, from Sacarrappa, later
to become known as Westbrook. He'd
been charged with killing a sheriffs

“deputy. Drew’s case is of special inter-

est because it shows clearly how far
we've come in matters of criminal jus-

- tice. And Drew's story is doubly

intriguing, since the events which led
to his execution had nothing whatso-
ever to do with him,

On the day in question, a friend of
Drew's was spied by the ill-fated
deputy, who'd been looking for him in
order to arrest him for an unpaid debt.
When the deputy approached, Drew's
friend took off at a gallop, and rushed
straight to Drew’s blacksmith shop,
telling his friend he'd been attacked,
and asked for asylum,

Moments later the deputy arrived,
and barged into Drew’s shop, where-
upon the large smithy told him to
leave. The deputy refused, tried to get
past Drew, and a fight ensued. During
its course, the deputy was struck
down by a huge fist, never to arise.

July 21, the day of the hanging, was .
a beautiful day and crowds of people
from miles around brought picnice
lunches to the event. Drew’s stoic
demeanor during the ordeal was the
source of more than a little admiration
among the assembled merrymakers,

Not satisfied with having hanged

-the poor fellow, however, his pious fel-

low townfolk wouldn’t allow him to be
buried in Sacarrappa’s cemetery.
Drew ended up buried outside the
cemetery wall, in a small plot pur-
chased for him by his heartbroken
flancee, .

The first person ever executed in
Maine was a woman who'd been con-
victed of doing away with her hus-
band. Like Drew, she most likely
would have escaped the noose today,
even if capital punishment were still
on the books,

Who knows, the jury might even
have decided he had it coming,

Bill Williamson lives in
Kennebunkport and started his jour-
nalistic career with the Portland
Evening Express in 1959, He has
written his column for the past 10
years.



